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An E Reſbrresien of * 1 a 
Point of ſo great Importance, that the 
whole Weight of Chriſtianity reſts up- 
on it, it is very neceflary that the 
Truth of this Fact ſhould be made 
evt Clearly, and for that Purpoſe the following 1 
Treatiſe 3 is offer d to the Reader, who if he comes 
to it with Attention and without Prejudice, may - 
(it is hoped) be convine d of the Reality of this 
great Miracle, and be ſupply'd with a ſufficient 
ey to the ſeveral Objections lately rais d a- 9 
inſt it. | 
The ObjeRions have - been formed from he | 
- Hiſtory written by the four Evangeliſts, and 
therefore ſuppoſe that they wrote the Accounts | 
which we now have under their Names; I K 
a A 2 have ſo LTD 3 
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F * the * Right to make the fame Stell 


in Defence of Jeſuss Reſurrection, as is made 


bl Oppoſti tion to it; and cheretore ſhall forbear M 


rove what is allowed in the Queſtion ; ; when 2 
Nhat comes to be deny d, it will receive a Satis 


1 factory Anſwer; but till then · it muſt. be taken 
for granted that the Books of the Neu Tefameni 
Were written by thoſe whoſe Names they bear, 

Ws and are handed down to ps t the ſame | as 3 fey were 


ritten. 
i Having premis d this, 1 proceed to the Proof 
of the Fact in View, the Reſurrection of Feſus ; 
which is now made matter of Diſpute (it ſeems 


in a Chriſtian Country; bur ſince it is, Satis- 


faction ought to pe given to all Enquirers, whe- 


ther they ſeek it in Sincerity or not. The Books, 


which 5 this Enquiry neceſſary, are too well 
known to need to be particularly named. In 
them the Eyangeliſts and: Apoſtles are ſometimes 
repreſented as Fools and Credulous Men, ſome- 
times as Cheats and Jmpoſtors : I ſhall there- 
fore conſider the Matter in both ' theſe Lights, 2 
not regarding ypon whom One or Both of the 
two Characters may fall, if it .ſhould appear (as 
it will) that they don't in the leaſt belong to the 
Apoſtles: And for this Purpoſe I muſt follow 
the 184 Diſt inction (till a better can be found), 
and ſay, that, if the Account given us by the 
Apoſtles be Falſe, it muſt have been, either be- 
—5 they were Deceived Themſelyes, or becauſe 


0 they knowing] y Deceived Mankind. 


44. That they coutth not be Deeeived Themſelves, N 
in the Caſe: beiote us, may be OP by the fa: 


e e png 
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/- After Feſys was riſen, and before he. was af. 
gended, (be ſvewed bimſelf alive (to OT 
and ſeveral others) by many Infallible Proofs being 
ſeen of them forty Days, and ſpeaking of the Things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God, Acts i. 2. 
Moore particularly, the ſacred Writers make 
mention of twelve different Appearances of Je- 
ſus, and intimate that he was ſeen oftner. : He 
Convers d with them, and gave Anſwers to 
their Queſtions; he Ate and Drank with them, 
to ſhew that his Body was a Real one. Luke 
xxiv. 43. And when they ſuſpected that what 
they ſaw might be a Spirit, he bad them handie 
um and ſee; for a Spirit (ſays he) hath not 
Fleſb and Bones, as qe ſee me bave. Luke xxiy. 


IS F „ i 
And beyond all this, he ſubmitted to ſuch a 
cloſe Examination as his Scrupulous Apoſtle Tho- 
mas inſiſted upon, for he permitted him to feet 
the Marks of the Wounds, which the Nails had 
cauſed in his Hands and Feet, and which the 
Spear had made in bis Side. „ 
And for a ſtill farther Conviction, for a 
Proof which ſhould: paſs all Poffibility of de- 
geiving, he told them (before he aſcended up 
into Heaven) that they ſhould be endued with 
Power from on high. Luke xxiv. 49. and be bap- 
tied with the thy Ghoft not many Days after. 

_A&s1. 5. Which, according to the Prediction, 


5 


happen'd to them at the end of ten Days, when 


the Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, and they all 
pale with Tongues as the Spirit gave them Ut- 
 "Ferance. "8. OY „ 39 
In the Certainty of this Event they could 

not poſſibly be miſtaken: They felt within them 
the wonderful Gift, the Power of ſpeaking 
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Languages till then Unknown” to them. Th 
2 ſame Evidence of their really having 
s there any thing in Nature, which a Man can 
be ſurer of? Even thoſe, whoſe Scepticiſm has 
catried them ſo far, as to aſſert, that we cannot 


de Certain of the Exiſtence of any Objeas 


without us, muſt in this Caſe allow that tlie Aa- 
poſtles might be certain of what they felt by 
inward Perception, and had the ſame Sort of 
| — of, as they had of their own Exi- 
Allowing then that they were ſute of This, 
it follows that they were Sure of Feſus's ha- 
ving been rais'd from the Dead, and of their 
haying convers d with him after his Reſurre- 
ion; for it was in otie of their Converſations 
with him, during that period of Time, that he 
| 8 them this Gift of Tongues; and the ful- 
lling of the Promiſe was a full Proof of his 
having been truly preſent with them, when he 
ä F 
So that this Objection will not ſtand the En- 
iry ; But ſtill it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles and 
Trangeliſts were Cheats and Impoſtors, and that 
they knowingly Deceived Mankind in the Ac- 
eounts that they have left in Writing. 


II. Let, as in the former Caſe it was proved 
a think) to be Abſolutely Impoſſible that they 
ould be Degeived in this great Fact, fo in 
This Caſe it will appear to be Morally Impoſ- 
{ible that they ſhould be Deceivers. 8 
For they were at firſt twelve in Number, 
one of which Betray'd their Maſter, and was 
the cauſe of his Death ; another Deny d —_ 
OW thrice 
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| ara Tr with Oaths and Curſes. 
claring that he did not know him; and all 
tbem thew'd ſo much want of Courage, ſuch 
Abjec ear; as that they forſook him and 
for their own Safety: i it then probable in the 
leaſt Degree, that after ſuch Proofs of the Baſe- 
nels of ſome, and of the Weakneſs of all of them, 
they. ſhould be ſo. fan from being i ſuſpicious of 
one another, nay, thopld. ſo far rx ah their whole 
Welfare i into each; other's Hands, as all to agree 
and me in carrying on an Impoſture ? Could 
ogy! hope to be moxe-ſecure againſt being be- 
tray d by each other than their Maſter was, 
who was the; Centre ot their Union, and for 
whole Sake they had aſſociated together? Could 
they be ſute that chere was no Judas ſtill left 
2 N or wad ial s Cowardice, or their 
OWN itrong Fears not revive again upon 
ſome, freſh  Occaſiqn 2... In a Word, is it 5 
againſt all Reaſon. and Experience, that a Con- 
lederacy among wicked Men, when once bro- 
ken thro? Treachery and Cowardice, ſhould ever * 
be renewed among the ſame Perſons, and ce- 
mented again? So that in this View, if they had 
been Impoſtors, they muſt have been the — 
eſt of Men too; pe that (we know) is no Part 
of the Charger of luck as can mam on an Im. 
ne..." | 
Beſide it is to be conſidered, that no bs 
tive can * * for their combining in ſuch 
2 Fallchood; t is (I think) univerſally given 
up, that neither Grandeur, nor Riches, nor 
Pleaſure, were what the Apoſtles aimed at; the 
Marks of the contrary. are too: plain to be de- 
nied : But yet there are ſome who think, that 
ey 1 — it to — 
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1 e Love: of Deng Apt 4 which they 
1 | well know goes u great Way in themſelves, and 
1 Ae therefore (they conelude) be as ſtrong in 
the Apoſites:? Put even that Vanity and that 
Singularity cannot be ſin ppoſcd to have a Place 
/ hers, for this plain Realdn; ; becauſe the Do- 
trine which they taught, [they taught not as 
their own, but as their Maſter's: They were 
only his hrs, 7 and therefore,” if it ſuc- 
ceeded to their Heart's Wiſh,” they could ex- 
pe& no Reputation as the Inventors or firſt Diſ- 
. coverets of it, and they were too many in Num- 
ber to afſect to be ſingular in this Point: Here 
then is a Conſideration of great Weight in the 
. Enquiry, for if the Objection be ſtrip'd of this 
| | ſuppoſed * it will * NN impoſſible to 
3 ; any oy + Fj 


Bur above all Things, K mu be infiſted uß⸗ 
on as a Proof of their Sincerity, that the whole 
Number of the A poſtles unanimouſly aſſerted 
this Fact of Jeſus's | Reſutrectiod, and of their 
' having ſeen him in all the Circumſtances be- 
fore related, in the midſt of all kinds of Suf- 
fcrings and perſecutions, even with their dying 
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Breath, and nen Mn, under the cruel 
. 'Tortures. I, 
| 4 This is naturally as ſirong a Proof as a Fa is 
1 0 capable of; for Death is the utmoſt Tryal, the 
1 ſureſt Teſt which human Nature can be expoſed 
3 K 


And it is no „Abatement to the Force of this 
Proof to ſay, That many Cheats and Crimi- 
© nals. have aſſerted their Innocence and de- 
4 nied their Guilr in the e utmoſt Extremity of = 
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| r Woolf s Dior, Ee, Part. 6. Page 27. 
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. Desch; ” for the” two Caſes are fo ber Gn | 


being Parallel, that. they are we 6a nne 1 

lack. Cheats. and Criminals being tempted to 
this Denial of their Guilr by the Hope ot Saving 
their Lives; wher as in ref Apoſtles Caſe the 
Only Hope that they cou id have pq Saving their 
Lives was by ent the Falſehood (if it was 
one,) and acknowledging themſelves to be 
" BET which is juſt the Reverte of what they 


Nor can the abovementioned Ptoof be weak- 
en'd by ſaying, that there are Inſtances of Men, 


| who have dyed for Errors as well as for Truths, 


and have given up their Lives 'in a Stubborn 


| Defence of Points, which others fo heartily Ab- 


horr'd, that they dyed rather than Receive 
chem 2 

For tho all this be True, Jer of whiat is it 
- True? of Opinions and Doctrines only, in 
which Men may be fully perſuaded contrary 
Ways: Bur the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles con- 
cerning Chriſts Reſurrection is a Teſtimony 
concerning a Fact, whereof they declar d them- 
ſelves Eye-witneſles : and let any Unbeliever 
produce one Inſtance (in all the Records of 
Time) of a ſingle Man, much more of Twelve 
or more, Sober and Serious Men, all chearfully 
undergoing the moſt violent Deaths rather 
than Recant what they Knew to be a direct 
Falſehood. The Author of the Diſcourſes on the 
Miracles of our Saviour, Part I. quotes St. Au- 
ſtin as telling us that ſuch Morks as Jeſus did 
might be imputed to, and effected by Magick Art; 
but this Author knows that St. Auſtin ſays no 
ſuch Thing, and, that we may not doubt of 
his. Knowing ir, he has lac d that Father's 
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ide at the bottom of page 11. from whence | 
it appears, that he ſays not one Word of the 


poſſibility of their being effetied by Magick Art. 


Here now is an Atteſtation of a Fact, which 


the Author knew to be Falſe : ; but would Mr. 
V perſiſt in This, if a Rope were about his 


Neck and he goin ng to ſuffer for This Falſe- 
hood ? eſpecially, if to Recant, would fave his 


Lie, Sy his Refuſal would certainly put his 


Sentence in Execution? I don't ſpeak this as 


my With, but tor Argument's ſake only. And 


we may cruſt Him to anſwer the Queſtion, and 


be ſure that the Reply wou'd be, What? do 
you take me for a Madman ? --—- And do You 


take the Apoſtles for Madmen? Their Writ- 


ings ſurely ſhew it. leſs than, His; and there- 
fore we may conclude that Human Courage, 
or Obſtinacy (let them call it which they 
pleaſe) cannot go ſo far: At leaſt we are ſure 
think the Reſurrection has nothing near ſo In- 
credible in it, as this Suppoſition has which oe 
have made againſt the Belief of it. 
Upon the whole it may be ſaid that there is 


no Fact in Nature, that can be ſo well proved 


and ſupported as This is; for to ſuppoſe the A- 
poſtles to have been Deceived, is to ſuppoſe a 


thing Abſolutely Impoſſible; and to affirm that 


they were Deceivers, is to affirm a thing which 


is Morally impoſſible, i. e. Improbable in the 
higheſt Degree. 


Thus I have laid Ln the Reader a dire& 


Proof of this Fact, the Reſurrection of Feſus; 
and if a Hong be once prov'd in this Way, Ob- 


E jections 


—— 


* Etſi ST  Miracula, non defuiſſent ( ficat 


& nunc muſſitant ) qui Magice potentia canta ilba 
tribuerent. Contr, 192 2 12. C. 4+ 
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ions drawn from the Circumſtances and Ex- ; 
preſſions of the Hiſtory have very little Weight 
againſt it; becauſe Mens Ignorance or Inat- 
rention. may be the Foundation of theſe Ob- 


jections, and plain Proofs are too ſtubborn to 


give Way to ſuch little N as theſe 


However fince Objections have * rais'd 
againſt the Reality of our Saviour's Reſurrecti- 
on, and they ſeem to deſerve an Anſwer, be- 
cauſe they are drawn from the Circumſtances 
of the Story as related by the Evangeliſts, T 
2 endeavour to give a full anſwer to each of 
them. 

All that has been offer d on his? Head, may 


| * reduc'd to theſe four Objections: : 


That Jeſus did not rife at 432 time chat he 
had foretolc. 

That ſome of his Diſciples did not Know him 
when he appear'd to them, or they Knew him 
by ſuch Signs as FR be no fore Marks of its 
being Him. 

at he did not perſonally. appear to the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders after his Reſurrection, 
as (they ſuppoſe) he ought to have done for their 
Conviction. And laſtly, 

That the Stone at the Mouth of the Grave 
being Seal'd, and the Seal being broken open, 
when the Sealers were not preſent, here is Room 


do ſuſpect a Fraud and Impoſture. 


Each of theſe ſhall be "conſiders in its Or- 


I. 6. Firſt i it is ſaid, that Feſus did not riſe at 
the time which he had foreto d; it was not (ſay 
they) on tbe third Day, for that would have been 
on Monday, not upon Sunday or the firſt Day 
ef the Week: Much leſs was it after three Days, 
3: e 


as one Evang cli expreſſes i it; and leaſt of all 
z it true (as they pretend) that he was in the 

Heart of the Earth, three Days. and three Nights, 
5 Wich yet he declar 'd he wou'd be, as r 


re os 
R 


<b> 2 


me ACLES 4 


Evangeliſt reports it. 

But in anſyer. to all this. it may be prov d 
(as it often has been) that all bels 1 
which are ſo many Zewiſh Ways of ſpeaking, : 


are exactly agrecable With the Event, when hey 


are rightly explain? d. 

For doing. which, it muſt be obſery'd, that 8 
the Jeros counted their Days (L mean their na- 
tural Days, or Days of 24 Hours) very diffe- 
rently from what We do; for We reckon them 
For 120 Clock at Night to 12 the next. Night; 

ut They reckon d from one Sunſet, to the next 
Junſet,, and all the Time between them They 


Called 4 Day, juſt" as Moſes did when he ſays, 


the E 2g a the Morning were the firſt Day, 
en. . '5. and from Even unto. Even Mal ye 
celebrate your Sabbath, Lev. xxiii. 1 
Another Thing to be obſerv d on this Head 
is, That they reckon d (as indeed all nations do) 
any Fart of a Day. ol 24 Hours for a whole 
Day: To this Phrpoſe an eminent Jewiſo Writer 
TH -Ezra on Lovit. xii. 3.) ſpeaking of the 
Law, tor” circumcifing an Infant on the 8th 
Day, ſays, that if the Infant was born but one 
-Hyur before the firſt Day was ended, it was 
counted for one whole Day: And fo for the 


| ſame Reaſon, was the Part of the Day that was 


paſs'd, when it was Circumcis d, it was onl 


one Hour of the Evening with which that Day 
began. Reckoning then that the firſt Day be- 
$4 on our Thurſday at Sunſet, and ended u 


* at Sunſet; : 5 ( becauſe our Lord Rl 
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ach three in the Aſternoon of 5 De 
koning that Part of a Day 10 a, F - Day, 
by. this Means we have ane Day 

is on all Hands allowed to be Wette Bey; N. 


as the third Day began on Saturdgy a "Fanlee, 
and our Saviour roſe on the Morning followi 
that Part of a Dayis fairly n the th chi 
Day, and chus the Prediction was fully accompliſhed. 
It is no Wonder indeed that che Goſpel 
ſhould be contradi i&ed by ſuch. Cavillers as theſe ; 
but there is one, who might have expedte 
better Quarter from them, and that is P 
ry, as great an Enemy to Chriſtianity as the 
eart of an er could wiſh ; and Ba 
this Objection of Theirs againſt Sunday's 
the third Day, . gives the Lye to their Fa avou- 
rite Porphyry, who in his Treatiſe call d de Ho- 
mericis n ſays, O Agent iudess 37h 
aundgas. J & reihe Tadey n T3 TuTy don 
N xa 70 par 'ay E whats a rie He 
bar is at home in the Evening, and goes . 
on the Morning of the Third Day, is ſaid to be 
| from home on The Third Day; ; tho there be 
One Day compleat, which is the Middle one (a J. 
Bur we want neither Porphyry, nor any other 
Author to prove the Propriety of this Expreſſion; 
for it is a Way of Speaking, which we and all | 
other Nations of the World uſe : What 1 have 


{aid on this Head, was chiefly to lead the Way 
to what follows. 


The Expreſſion on the third Day is about ten 


ſeveral Times us d in the New Teſtament on this 
Occaſion, and therefore muſt ſerve for explaining 

the other Phraſes but once or twice at moſt — 
uſe of : Such i is that of Chritt's 5 ring after three 
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Days; the Meaning of which Expreſſion is fairly 
ſhewn by what we read in 2 Chron, x. 5. where 
' Rehoboam ſays to the People, Come again unto 
me after three Days, and yet ver. 12. we read that 
the People came to Rehoboam on the third Day, 
as the King commanded, ſaying, Come again to 
me on the third Day: A plain Inſtance, you ſee, 
that both Phraſes mean the ſame Thing. (a) 
As to the Expreſſion of our Saviour's being 
three Days and three Nights in the Heart of the 
Earth, Matth. x1i. 40. from the foregoing Ob- 
ſervations the Account of that is very eaſy ; 
for the Fews (like us) had no one Word by 
| which to expreſs a Day of Twenty four Hours, 
or a N tte, as the Greeks called it, i. e. a 
| Day-night as we might call it. They ſometimes 
ſtlled it a Day, as we do, but at other Times 4 
Day and'a Night. So that we are to underſtand 
by the Expreſſion of three Days and three Nights 
no more than that Feſus was to be in the Grave 
rhree Days (as we ſhould expreſs it) reckoning 
incluſively the firſt and the laſt for two Days, 
and counting the Pieces of Days for whole 
ones. And of this Way of Speaking there is a 
remarkable Inſtance in the Book of Eſther; for 
tho? in chap. iv. 16. ſhe declares that the would 
- faſt with her People the Fews three Days Night 
and Day; yet we find her in chap. v. 1, 4. upon 
the third Day at a Banguet with the King and 
Haman her Adverſary, 
Notwithſtanding therefore this Obje&ion, it 
- appears that Feſus roſe from the Grave at the 
Tine foretold by him, . 1 
| a W 


7 So in Ciceron. Taft. Di I. 1: we read, Apollo ſe 44 
daturum oſtendit poſt ejus diei diem tertium ; qui ut 
*uxit, mortui ſunt reverti. „ IRS * 
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2. $. The next Objection is, That his Diſ- 


; cigles did not always know him when he appear- 


ed to them; Or they knew him by ſuch Signs as 
could not be-ſure Marks of its being him. 

For the obviating of which it may be obſer- 
ved, That, tho' our Lord more than once in his 
Lifetime told them, that he ſhould be put to 


Death, and ſhould riſe again on the third Day, 
= they then underſtood not theſe Things ; their 


opes of a temporal Deliverer were fo ſtrong, 
and they had. built ſo much upon this falſe No- 
tion, that, when they ſaw. him crucify'd, they 


immediately loſt all Heart and all Expectation of 


ever ſeeing him again: And in this Conſterna- 
tion, under this Deſpais of Mind, if he had ap- 


peared to them at once, in ſuch a Manner as to 


put his Reſurrection out of all Doubt, it is pro- 
bable that their Joy would have been too exceſ- 


ſive and tumultuous for them to bear: He ſeems 


therefore to have choſen rather to diſcover him 
ſelf to them by Degrees. ; 
be firſt Step towards any Notice of this mi- 
raculous Fact was, That the Grave was found 
open, and the Body gone. 


Next they received an Account of bis being 
riſen from two Perſons, who had the Shape of 
young Men, but had at the ſame Time the Ap- 
pearance of a Brightneſs like that of Lightning 


in their Countenauces; which gave. Reaſon to 


| thoſe who ſaw them, to ſuppoſe that they were 


not Men, but Angels. ee e e 

Atſter this Feſus appeared to ſome. of his Diſ- 
ciples, but it being not yet Daylight (Mar. 
xxviii. 1.) they miſtook him for the: Gardiner of 
the Place in which the Grave was, till upon 
locking more narrowly at him, they ſaw him 
＋ 2 | to 
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to be their: Maſter; but Be preſently withdrew 
bimſelf, leaving chem little more than a Glimpſe 
or bare Vñw of his Perſon; as not deſigning 
yet fully to convince them of the" e of 
his * 11 72 

At another Time he appedred 1 to two of the 
\ Diſciptes, as they were on their Journey ro Em- 
maus; but it was (as the Evangeliſt ſays) in 
anther Form, Mark xvi. 12. i. e. another than 
what they had been uſed to ſee him in, proba- 
- bly in the Dreſs of a Traveller; for it is ſaid that 
be wein into the Coumry with them. This Cir- 
cumſtance therefore, together with the Dusk 
aof the Evening, (at which Time it happened) 
and the Deſpair they were in of ever ſeeing 
him again, might contribute towards what is 
ſaid of theſe two Diſciples, that their Eyes 
were bolden; that they ſhould not know him, or 
rather (as it:may be rendered) ſo as they did not 
now bim, Luke xxiv. 16. till upon entring 
with him into an Houſe, and fitting down 
with kim to Supper, their Eyes were opened, 
and they knew him; which Diſcovery the bring- | 
ing in of Lights for their Meal may proba- 
bly have occaſion d; at leaſt this is a better Ac- 
count of the Matter than the fanciful Sup | 
fitjon, which has been advanced, as if Feſus 
was then diſcovered by an habitual Motion and 
Action of bis Hand in breaking of Bread. At 
this Time, tho he gave the Diſciples a farther 
Proof of his being riſen, yet they were only | 
two preſent; and he choſe to Frog a very little 
Iime with them after he was known to them; 
for it is ſaid chat he fraitway waniſbed out of 
their Sgbt, or ratber (as it is in the Mar- 


gin of dun bible ze ceaſed in be ſus f ien 
By 


e — 8 3 


by which no more need be meant than that he 
left their Company and went away, without 
doing any thing more than is naturally in the 
Power of Bodies to do; juſt as the Word D 
appear (an Equivalent one) is asd 2 55 E. Ken 5 
oor VL * vg 


/ Saran with bis Rebellious e's, 
"Bw in the oaks diflodg'd. 


| Whee" it 0 not meant that he th him- 
ſelf en but that he withdrew out 1 
: Sight. 2 tl 1 
In all daſs an of our Saviour to 
his Diſciples, there is no Chriſtian who pre- 
tends that he gave them a full and ſatisfacto- 
2 Proof of his Reſurrection: They were but 
| ee to lead them on; they were on- 
ly the Degrees by which he choſe to prepare 
* for a * Diſcovery, and are therefore 
(I think) a good Reaſon why more than once | 
"they: were not aware of his howy their ral 5 
er Pp. * 
* And if, aſtbr all chk” ar antes ati 
& his they: ſuppoſed that they had ſeen a Spirit, 
ver. 37. he went a greater Length towards con- 
vincing them, by ſhewmg them his Hauds and 
his Feet, and bis Side ; and ond Bo ing to them 
whether 4 Spirit bad Flaſh an Oy! as they 
: ſaw him haus. 

The laſt Satisfaction which he gave aka in 
this Particular, and which (as the Story relates) 
put an entire End to ok Doubt among them, 
was his allowing the Apoſtle Thomas not on- 

- ly to ſee, but to b him, and feel the 
| OW in * his ; Hands and his Feet, 
= 1.7 | C which 
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which the Nails and the Spear had m a 7 


he was on the Croſs: Upon This they were All 
fully convinced ; and every Time after wards, 
When they ſaw: him, they made no Seruple to 
own and receive him as Feſus riſen from the 
If can it be made appear, that, after this 
ample Diſcovery, any of the Diſciples did not 
know him, when he was prefent with them, 
there will be ſome Weight in the Objection; 
but at preſent every Inſtance that has been 
given ol ſuch Behaviour in the Diſciples towards 
their Maſter, is taken from thoſe Appearances 
of his, which. were prior to the above menti- 
oned one, when Thomas (the laſt of the Apoſtles 


ho ſtood out) reecived ſuch ſtrong Convic- | 


And is it fair Dealing to paſs over thoſe la- 
ter Appearances, in which the Apoſtles declare 
that they had full Evidence, and to object his 
former imperſect Appearances as not fatisfaQo- 
ry? Why, the Apoſtles acknowledge, that at 


firſt they believ'd not, but the ſame Writers 
ſay, that they believed afterwards, . and give us 
their Reaſons for it: And ſhall the One Sto- 
ry of che Apoſtles be credited, and the Other 


1 


1 can ſee no Reaſon why theſe Objectors 


ſhould like their Teſtimony in the firſt Caſe bet- 


ter than that in the laſt, except hat they were 


thenUnbelievers ; That perhaps they may look on 
as Merit, and reckon chat the leſs Faith they had, 


they deſerved the More Credit. But IS it not 


Rrange, that in ſuch s Cale @ Man's Evidence 
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_ *rill at laſt. recollecting myſelf, I called him b 
his Name, and we immediately knew each other, 

and fell to Nl th everal Things that 
had formerly of en 


convince them * chat * came from God, 
| "I 
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* met an old Acquaintance Locher Day in 


Weftminfter-Hall, whom I did not know at 


firſt ; . I was ralking with him for ſome Time, 


4 > 


us, 'and upon the 
G my Welfare of ſeveral' of our 


common Friends. Shall any one tell me now, 


that this Man was not the old Acquaintance 
that I took him to be, and uſe for his Ar- 
gument, That I did not know. him at firſt? 
What's that to the Purpoſe? 1 knew him 


before we parted, and knew him _ ſuch ſure 
Marks, as I could not be deceive 


in. There 
are few Merr of ſo cool Tempers as not to be 
provoked at ſuch an Arguer as this; and | 
what he might call 4 Concluſion of his own 


Reaſon, they would look upon as an Affront 


to theirs. Bur I have done \ with us Objeai- 555 


on, and proceed to 


3 F. The Third which 1 ad to dr 
been made againſt the Truth of Feſuss Reſur- 
rection, and which was, That He did not 

ſonally appear to the Chief Prieſts and Elders, 


as ſome ſay he ought to i done for their Core 
futation. 


But if I ſhow that This was not only not no- 


| ceſſary. to be done, but that there are good Rea- 


ſons aſſignable why it ſhould not have been done, 
a ſufficient 1 4 will be given to this Ob- 
jection. | | 
It . not neceſſary to be done, bein the 
Chief Prieſts and Rulers had ſeen enough to 


if 
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if they had not. been blinded with the moſt bs 
ſtinate Prejudices : They had. been Eye-Winef- | 


ſes to many of his Miracles, and had but v 


lately (at his Death) ſeen the Veil of the 275 


rent in twain, and Darkneſs over the whoje Land: 


'This would have been à full Proof to them, if 


they had not been relalutely bent e gainſt 1 


tin 
Bur ſuppoſing that Chriſt * appeared. to 
them, and that they had believed upon ſeein 
him alive after his Reſurrection, what 150 
have been the Conſequence? Why, all the 
Proof of this Fact which they could have gi” 
1 


ven to others, would have been their Te 


mony only; and the Teſtimony we have now 
for it, That of the Apoſtles, Twelve in Num- 
ber, who ſaid that they all ſaw him, and not 
only ſaid this, but wrought Miracles, and laid 
down their Lives in Atteſtation to the Truth 


of their Report. And could the Chief Prieſts 


and Elders (if they had been convinced) have 
done more than this for the e of 
others ? 

Let us further f uppoſe, That . being con- 
vinced would have carried ſuch Weight along 
wich it, that not only all the Prieſts and Rulers, 
but the Body of the Fewiſh People would have 
been converted upon their Teſtimony : And 
let us ſuppoſe, that u * this the Apoſtles or 
aay other 7 had ſet out for foreign Coun- 
tries, preaching the great Doctrine of eſus's 
Reſurrectie n, inſiſting upon this Proof of it, 


that not only they themſelves, but the Chief 
Prieſts and Elders had ſeen him, and be the 
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of it; and producing Certificates to that pur- 


poſe under the Hands and Seals of the great 
Council or Sanbedrim. If this had been the 
Caſe, can we think that thoſe who now make 
Objections to the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles. 
would not have made much greater and 
ſtronger Obje&ions to the united Teſtimony 


of the Nation ?. Would not they have found 


more Room to ſuſpe& an Impoſture than they 
can now? Would not they have called it a 


State Trick, a political Craft, a National Con- 
trivance of the Fes, to patch up their Credit 
after they had ſo long talk d of their Maſſiab 


that was to come? Would not that have been 


objected (which now cannot), that a Fraud 


might eaſily have been carried on under the 
Shelter of the Few;/h Magiſtracy ? If all the 
Power of Authority in Religion had 5 on the 

Side of this Fact, might it not be fuſpected that 
ſuch as were curious and inquiſitive to amine 
Things to the Bottom, were intimidated” and 


diſcourag'd from the Attempt? Would not ſuch 


a general Union in Belief have paſſed with 
Theſe Objectors for a general Conſpiracy? And 


would they have not cry'd down the Fact, be- | 


cauſe it bad this Circumſtance attending it, much 
more juſtly than they now cry. it down becauſe 
it wanted it ? 


Providence takes its own Meaſures; we are 


not to preſcribe to it, which Way was beſt 
or wiſeſt: Whatever Method it ſhoud have 
pleas d Heaven to take, it would not have fail'd 


to put its Deſigns in Execution; but in the 


View wherein I have plac'd Things above, there 


would have been ample Scope for Cavil, a a 


large Field to ſow the Tares of Doubts and 
e „„ 
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Difficulties in. But will a rational Man adn TY 
that for an Objection which is liable to more 
and greater Objections? Fie upon ſuch Free: 
thinking! which Marrs inſtead of Mending, and 
like the new Piece put into an old Garment, 
makes the Rent worſe. Mat. ix. 16. 
So that all Things confider d, it was ſo far 
from being neceſlary, that Chriſt ſhould have 
appear'd upon his Reſurre&ion to the Chief 
Frieſts and Ruleres of the Jews, as has bee 
ſuggeſted ; that (according to all the Ways 
Thinking which theſe Cavillers are usd Bey 
he ought unt to have appear d to them. And 
God muſt be allow'd to have taken a more un 
exceptionable Method in making this Fact evi- 
dent to a'tew Men only, and thoſe of no Fi- 


gure, Character or Reputation in Life, except 
Ss the 1 new d) for their. Courage and 
| cerity. 


4$ Ehe laſt Obje&ion which I mentioned 
runs thus: The Stöéne at the Mouth of the 
Grave being ſcaled by the Chief Prieſts, and 
the Seal being broken open, when they were 
not preſent, here (ſay ſome) is Room to ſuſpect | 
a Fraud and Impoſture. 
But to make this Objection of any Weide, 
they muſt ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles, who were 
the Choſen Witneſſes of the Reſurrection, as 
well as the Chief Prieſts, who were the Deniers 
of it, were concerned in the Sealing; and that 
both Parties conſented to this Method as a ſure 
Way to diſcover whether Jeſus would riſe or 
not: And that both likewiſe had engag d to be 
at the Opening of the Grave on 1 Tome Day and 
"Fo appointed. | 


But 
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| Foundation, but is directly conti 


5 or any other Teſt of his Riſing 


1085 5 2 24 
But all all this Suppaſal is fle 


trary to the Hi- 
ſtory; for the Apoſtles all fled r their Lives 


when their Maſter was Crucified/; and when 
they met afterwards, they did it with the Doors 
2 for fear of the Jews: ; Nay ſo far were they 


from agreeing with the Prieſts upon red 


are told in Scripture, that hy did not 


bim to riſe again, and that for ſeveral Days after 
- his Reſurrection they were ſow of heart to be- 
 dieve it. And could this Sealing then be a Co- 

venant enter d into by the Apoſtles? Or could 

their Conſent be reaſonably 9 to any 


'Feſt of a Fact which they never expected to 
happen? 


Beſides, what Right bad the Clüef Frieſts to 


preſcribe any Method for the Divine Power to 
act in? They Sealed: the Grave, tis true; but 


the Treaſure in it was none of Theirs : It 2 8 
| God's, and might not he open the Door of 


it, and cake out his Own when ever he pleas'd ? 
Where then is the Mark of Fraud, when God, 


the only Proprietor, was prefent at the open- 
ing of it? There may be Cavil in this, but 


there is no Argument, till it be made out that 
a Fact tully prov'd to ſome Men is Falſe, be- 
cauſe other Men have not received all the Proof 
- which: they deſire. But according to this Way 


0 Reaſoning, it ſeems to be out of the Power 


God himſelf to make any Fact appear to be 
True; becauſe while he ares Men Free-will, 


make Objeſt ions, and inſiſt upon unreaſonable 
Terms of Satisfaction: But Theſe don't influence 


the Nature of Fatt, and therefore without any 


Regard 


47 a 
only without | 


that we 


they: may (under the Colour of F re- thinking) 


. The Mutiouss; „ 3 
Regard to the Sal or the Sealers, we muſt aſſert 
that Feſus did truly Riſe from the Dead on the 

; 1. Day according zorthe. Scriptures. | 

I have now gone thro? every Part of what 
was at firſt propos d, having ſhew'd by direct 
Proof that Jeſus did -rite, and having anſwer d 
the ſeveral Objections againſt this Fact, which 
ſome have drawn from the Wricings: of * E- 

 vangeliſts. | 

e Evidence then of this Great "IF Mira- 

cCulous Action lies fairly before the Reader, I 
-have plac'd it in the cleareſt Light that I could, 
and have brought the Proofs of it into a ſhor- 
ter Compaſs than uſual: Both theſe are great 
Helps 5 any ſincere, unprejudiced Man, who 
would ſee the Reaſon of the Chriſtian's Faith 
and Hope: It appears abſolutely impoſſible 
according to the Scripture Story) oe the 
Apoſtles ſhould have been deceived in this Penne 
of eſus's Reſurrection; which is no leſs than 
a Bemonſtration in their Favour: And it appears 
to have been morally iĩmpoſſible that they ſhould 
have. wilfully Ae Mankind in this Par- 
ticular; The Circumſtances of their Caſe will 
not admit of ſuch a Suppoſition, and the whole 
Weight of Improbability lies againſt it, which 
- 1 the ſtrongeſt Proof that ſuch a Diſtant F act 

capable of. | 

* will a wiſe Man think 5 tir Cavils ſuf- 
alen to determine the Point againſt ſuch Evi- 

dence? When the Proofs are ſo much ſtronger 
on the One Side than the Objections on the 
Other, are there no greater Difficulties to be 
met with in Disbelieving than in Believing? 
When the Weight is ſo great in Favour of the 
A muſt not He that can really 


remove 


8 Tinditated. 25 


| temoie it, have a great deal of Credylity, and 


(in this Senſe boch 4 nee 70 ed Moun- 
tains 

Here then a rational Man will take his Stund 
and being once convinced that Jeſus did truly 


riſe from the Dead, from hence he will ſet our 
in his Enquiries, and taking this Clue along with 
him will cafily ſee what Judgment is to be made 
of ſome other Particulars: in the Goſpel, againſt 
which Exceptions have been taken: With this 


Evidence in his Hand, he will eaſily admit all 


the Miracles wrought by Jeſus, when alive, to 
have been True and Real ones : For the Divine 
Power (we may be ſure) would never have cxert= 


ed it ſelf in his Favour to Raiſe him again; if 
during his Abode on Earth he had counterfeited 


| Miracles and impoſed on a credulous Multitude: 
And if he wrought undoubted Miracles, will not 
this Concluſion neceſſarily follow, That he came 
from God, teaching the Divine Will, beeauſe he 
made Uſe of his Miracles as fo many Proofs of 
his having a Commiſſion from Heaven? 
And the ſame muſt be ſaid of the Applica- 
tion of the Propheſies of the Old Teftament, which 
Vi and his Apoſtles declar'd to have been fal- 


d in him: For however ſome of. them may 


appear to us, at this Diſtance of Time, not to 


be expreſly determin'd and tyed down to His 
Perſon, , yet no Senſe of them can be clearer than 
what is given them by one who wrought un- 


_ doubted Miracles, and thereby prov'd himſelf 
to come from that. God, hb ſpake by the Pro- 
pbets ; and therefore Feſus s Explication of them 


is no other than God's Own ; and can we de- 
tire a . 9 7 
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In all Enquiries the only Way to .come at 
Truth is to ſet out right at firſt. There is no 
Propoſition in Euclid or Newton, tho? never ſo 
ſtrictly demonſtrable,” but will loſe all its Force 
of Conviction, if a Man begins at the wrong 
End; disjoints the ſeveral Parts of the Proof, or 
_ places them in a wrong and unnatural Order. 


It is the ſame Thing in Chriſtianity ; if a Man 


ſingles out a Miracle or a Propheſy, and hav- 
ing expos'd as artfully as he can the literal 


S.ͤtory of either, if from thence he forms an 
Arxęument that theſe don't prove Feſus to have 


come from God, or to have been the Mefiab ; 


he may to weak Unerſtandings ſeem to ſay 


ſomething material, and may triumph (if he 
eaſcs) in the Quaintneſs of his Objections: 


'or, no doubt, every Miracle of Chriſt ſingly 


conſider'd does not infallibly prove his Divine 


Miſſion, nor does every Propheſy ſingly conſi- 
der'd point him out for the true Meſſiab. Ex- 
ceptions may be drawn from the Circumſtances 
of ſome of them by Men diſpos d to cavil, and 
they may ſay that at beſt (when taken in this 


ſeparate View) they can only make us wonder, 


not believe. | 


But all this while Truth is Truth, add would 


appear ſo, if the Proofs were purſued in their 


natural Order : Do but begin aright and fol- 


low in the Chain of Things; and you have De- 


monſtration ; whereas it you ſtart wrong, or 


loſe the Track, then Doubts and Difficulties 
meet you at, every Turning, and you will ſoon 

have Stock enough to {ct up with, as a Modern 
Free-thinker1 e 
This Queſtion may fairly be asked, If we 


— 


| Sire up Chriſtianity, what Religion will they 


give 
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i Py : 


they in Earneſt when they talk of —_ u 


5 Morality for the Standard ? If they Were, ; 


one would think that their Writings, while 


they recommend it, ſhould practiſe it, and the 


Example 'ſhould go along with the Do- 
Etrine. But is not the Contrary viſible in 
moſt of their Works? I will inſtance” only 


_ the Author of the Diſcourſes on the Mira- 
cles of our Saviour: One Specimen of his Ho- 


neſty in Quotations I have given before in 
Page 10, which I Hope will be refer d to upon 
this Occaſion. And thus in Part I. Pag. 25, 
he ſays that St. Hilary is plain that there was no 


ſuch Market kept in the Temple of Feruſalem, 
1, e. for buying and ſelling erg » 
theſe 


Doves: And tor this Purpoſe he quotes 


Words of that Father, Non babebant Fudæi 


quod venire poſſent, neque erat quod emere quis 
Polſet. This is but a Part of a Sentence, the 


Whole runs thus: Sed neque emere Joe "= 
 Synagoga, neque vendere Spiritum San | 
mandum eft ; non enim babebant or. We — 

fent, neque erat quod quis emere poſſet: We my 
not think tha the Fews were able to buy and 

ſell the Holy Ghoſt in the Synagogue ; for they had 

| | "a D 2 N 1 


um exiſti- 


IAz;sus Valicatel. 27 
give us in the Room of it? Chriſtianity is 
| ſurely worth ſomething, and a Man would not 
part with it except to Advantage. Why, the. 
Sulden Religion of Nature (a) is offer d us in Ex- 
change: But all is not Gold that gliſters; it 
has been prov'd a thouſand Times, that na- 
tural Religion is not ſufficient for all our 

Wants, that it had one great Defe& at leaſt, 
which the Goſpel remedies, by promiſing 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins. But are 


1 * 1 


* 


Again, he makes Eraſmus ſay, that Feſus 


the Temple's being ſoon to be deftroy'd, as 
a Reaſon. why 


— 
* * 
93 ; 2 
* 


the Templc's being ſoon to be deſtroy'd, .. as 
a Circumſtance to ſhew that the Temple was 


o 


to ſuccerd it.---- Was there a greater Dif- 
ſerence between Eraſmus. and the Monks of his 
eie 4 ons el 8. av „ <8 4. „ 8 
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Time, than there is between the true. Senſe of 
Eraſmus, and what this unfair would fix 
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Some other Opportunity will. bs, taken, tg 


add more Inſtances of the like Behaviour, bur 
theſe are ſufficient to ſhew that this great Re- 


commender of the Golden Religion of Nature, 
in his Attacks upon Chriſtianity, violates the 
firſt Principles of natural Religion, and makes 


5 


a Sacrifice of common Honeſty , to his. Zeal 


againſt Revelation. If. his Morality, teaches 
him no better Things, I would adviſe him not 


to offer it to the World; it is peſt in his own + 


keeping, it may be of great... Uſe| to him ig 


railing Obje&ions againſt the Bible; nay it 


be a Golden Religion to him, it by the Help of it 
he can furniſh his Diſcourſes with ſuch bold 
Falſchoods as ſhall make them ſell the better. 
But to all ſerious Men, to all who enquire 
and examine into e | 
Book is their Antidote; by ſeeing what he 1s, 
they learn what ſuch Men as have. caſt off the 
Goſpel are likely to be: He is the ſtrongeſt 


Proot againſt himſclf mar Chriſtianity is ge, 
_ ceſlary to reſtrain Men; and there. is nothin | 
in his Writings of ſo much Weight to in- 

cline Men to be Unbelievers, as there is in 


ju Example to ſhew them the Neceſſity of Ber 
ieving. ,, TI 
"A" Meu wall Je, acai Love: wh oh 
riety,. and wear his Religion, ae his Cloath 

. to every Change of the F 
he will quit the Chriſtian Faith, and renounce 
his Creed for an uncertain | Something, ſo ill 
ſupported and ſo ill recommended as the · Re- 


I ligion of theſe Diſputers When they have 


hardy Aſſertion, his 


the F aſhion, i | 


demon- 
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demonſtrated the Falſchood of Chriſtianity, ar 
men us that the ObjeRions againſt it are of 
more Force than the Proofs for it, then we 
may allow them (after great Examples in other 
Caſes) to ſpend their whole Stock of Wit and 
Drollery upon the Subject. But if they muſt 
be under a Reſtraint till then, it will all dye 
with them, and the World will loſe the Proof 
of their Abilities in the great Art of Ridi- 
cule: For as yet the Article of Feſus's Reſur- 
re&ion (that Foundation-Stone of Chriſtianity) 
remains unmov'd by any Thing that they have 
offer d: They have done their beſt, it muſt be 
owned, and have ſaid all perhaps that the Wit 
or Malice of Man ean deviſe : But ſtill it can 
no more prevail againſt this Truth, than Death 
and the Grave could againſt our Saviour ; it 
riſes like him, and triumphs over all Objections. 
Il is hoped therefore, that what has been 
ſaid on this Occaſion, will have ſome Ef- 
fect to check the increaſing Infidelity of the 
Age; and that Men will confider and weigh 
Matters, before they form any Judgment to 
the Prejudice of that Faith, which can plead 
Preſcription, and (by ſhewing its Reaſonable- 
neſs) can make that Preſcription appear a 
Good one. If the Proofs that I have brought 
in its favour are ſo convincing, as I am per- 
ſuaded they are, let ſuch Men examine their 
own Hearts carefully, and ſee whether other 
Motives than thoſe of Reaſon do not deter- 
mine them to Unbelief. I pretend not to 
charge it upon their Vices or their Vaniry 
and Love of Novelty; they themſelves are 
the beſt Judges of what that Principle is which 


} 


Jz5vs Vindicated, 31 
influences them: But they muſt give up the Fre- 


rence of Reaſon (I mean of right Reaſon) in 
this Caſe ; for this lies directly againſt them, 


it blows full in their Face; and that which 


is the Demonſtration of our Faith, can never 
be the Foundation of their Magde. 
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